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It was the thirteenth day of the month when Judas Maccabeus, 
leader of the Israelite armies, entered battle with the world-dom-

inating Medo-Persians, championed by King Demetrius’ chosen 
governor and general, Nicanor. It was Nicanor who, declaring him-
self “sovereign of the earth,” defiantly opposed the Jews, threaten-
ing the destruction of Israel’s temple.
 Nicanor, whose name means “conqueror of men,” boldly 
threatened the people of God, saying, “If you do not hand over Ju-
das to me as prisoner, I will level this precinct of God to the ground 
and tear down the altar, and I will build in its place a splendid 
temple to Dionysius” (2 Mac 14:33).
 Vastly outnumbered and lacking in military resources, against 
all odds and by the grace of God, Judas and his meager armies 

The 13th Day
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routed Nicanor’s troops, killing at least thirty-five thousand of 
Demetrius’ men—including Nicanor himself—in a single day, thus 
saving all of Israel and its holy temple. After this miraculous victory, 
Judas had his men cut off Nicanor’s head and right arm, “which 
had boastfully stretched out against the holy house of the Almighty; 
and he cut out the tongue of the ungodly Nicanor…and hung these 
rewards of his folly opposite the sanctuary” (Mac 15:31-33). Indeed, 
“Judas hung Nicanor’s head from the citadel, a clear conspicuous 
sign to every one of the help of the Lord. And they all decreed by 
public vote never to let this day go unobserved, but to celebrate the 
thirteenth day of the month—that is Adar” (2 Mac 15:36).
 
 It was the thirteenth day of the month, the very day that Ha-
man, second only to King Ahasuerus, king of Persia and Media—a 
vast empire including 127 provinces spanning India to Ethiopia—
planned to exterminate all Jews within the kingdom by means of a 
royal edict.
 Queen Esther, a Jew herself, by the grace of God, dared to enter 
King Ahasuerus’ court, determined to intercede on behalf of her 
people—although uninvited petitioners commonly incurred the 
punishment of death. Because of Esther’s courage and her determi-
nation to reveal Haman’s murderous plot to the King, she obtained 
not only King Ahasuerus’ retraction of Haman’s orders, but also 
the king’s edict that all Jews throughout his kingdom not only be 
protected and defended, but that all enemies of the Jews should be 
killed. 
 It was on the thirteenth day of the month that all of the en-
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emies of the Jews within the Medo-Persian empire, including Ha-
man and his household, were put to death, and the people of God 
prevailed over evil.
 The day that our Lord Jesus Christ was crucified, according to 
St. John’s Gospel, was the day preceding the Great Sabbath, which 
fell on Saturday, the 16th day of Nissan. Moving backwards from 
this date, we can determine that not only was our Lord crucified 
on Friday, the 15th day of Nissan, but also that the Last Supper 
occurred on Thursday, the 14th day of Nissan, which indicates that 
it was on Wednesday, the 13th day of Nissan–also known as “Spy 
Wednesday”–that Judas Iscariot, “one of the twelve went out of the 
chief priests, “and said to them ‘what will you give me, and I will 
deliver Him unto you?’ But they appointed him thirty pieces of 
silver” (Mt 26:15).
 Also, according to St. Matthew’s Gospel, the event of Judas 
making the arrangement to betray Jesus occurred two days prior to 
Jesus’ crucifixion (see Mt 26:2), which confirms that it was indeed 
the 13th day that the devil induced Judas to betray Jesus, initiating 
the diabolical plan to conquer God by means of the murder of His 
only begotten Son. Yet, what appeared to be the devil’s definitive 
victory over God, proved to be his ultimate defeat, for three days 
later, the son of God rose from the dead.
 In each of these accounts, the nemesis of God’s chosen people, 
whether it be Nicanor, Haman, or the High Priest determined that 
the thirteenth day of the month would be the day when evil would 
prevail—even, in Caiaphas’ case, procuring the death of God’s cho-
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sen Son. On each occasion, however, the day marked out as a day 
of evil, the thirteenth day of the month, God reclaimed as a day of 
victory for His people.
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The epic accounts of Judas and Esther grant us a foreshadow-
ing of the ultimate victory won by Christ over the devil who 

accuses God’s holy ones both day and night before the Lord (see 
Rev 11).
 Although the Lord has secured His ultimate victory over sin, 
death, and the devil, a multitude of souls are either rejecting or not 
receiving the saving message of Christ’s redemptive work and the 
grace He has won by means of His supreme sacrifice and resurrec-
tion, and are therefore squandering the fruits of Christ’s victory.
 In the divine courtroom, the evil one poses as the prosecutor 
who demands that justice be executed, and that every sinner be 
judged, found guilty, and punished according to his sin. Paradoxi-
cally, the rebellious one demands that the Just One judge those 

Losing Christ’s Victory
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who, like him, are rebellious. Misery indeed loves company, even 
the comfortless company of those damned to eternal isolation. The 
evil one’s intent is to deprive mankind of its ultimate destiny—eter-
nal communion with God—and condemn us, with himself and his 
minions, to a living hell of tortured loneliness.
 St. Paul tells us that “all have sinned and are deprived of 
the glory of God,” and that the wages of these sinful betrayals is 
death—eternal damnation (Rom 3:23). 
 If we have surrendered to sin, we have submitted to Satan. By 
justice he owns us who act unjustly. Yet it was the Word, the Lo-
gos—God Himself—Who forever became man, and as a sinless 
perfect man, became sin (see 2 Cor 5:21). Receiving in Himself the 
just punishment due for our sins (see Rom 3:21-31), He ransomed 
us from the devil and reclaimed us for God. Our justice is His mer-
cy. Our only claim on God and heaven is the God of heaven’s claim 
on us. By means of Christ’s sacrifice, man is ransomed from being 
owned by sin and the devil, and instead he now owns the mystery 
of God’s self-giving love.
 After defeating sin and death in His human body, Christ forev-
ermore presents all mankind to God the Father in His resurrected 
body, that we who are in Christ may be received by the Father in 
Christ, and through Christ, who lives always to intercede for us 
(Heb 7:25). Jesus gathers all who are in Him to the Father. This is 
mankind’s only means to life eternal with God (see Jn 14:6). If the 
Father does not find us abiding in the humanity of Christ, who is 
eternally presented before Him in heaven, we will not find our-
selves in heaven.
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 We have been redeemed by Christ, and therefore all who be-
lieve in the name of Jesus Christ and who do the will of His Father 
will be saved. This is how man can be found in Christ and Christ 
in him: by believing in Christ and doing the Father’s will (see John 
6:29; John 6:40; Matt 12:50).
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Though Christ’s sacrifice is complete, and though He has de-
feated death in Himself, the battle for the souls of men rages 

on. The cosmic war between good and evil, between God and the 
devil, is far from over. As the end of the evil one’s reign approaches 
its end, he furiously blasts at human bystanders, entrapping them 
in sin in hopes of striking at, and wounding the very heart of God 
the Father.
 Perhaps this is one reason why our Lord’s agony in the garden 
of Gethsemane was so intense: not only was He anxiously antici-
pating the horrific torture that awaited Him, but also He was fully 
aware of the relatively few who would respond to His supreme 
oblation as an invitation to love.
 Often man, duped by the evil one, falls prey to the disordered 

Will Few Be Saved?
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pursuit of material comforts, and becomes convinced that there is 
no cosmic battle between the Kingdom of God and the kingdom of 
evil.
 Because of his inability to perceive that he is a participant in 
this supernatural war, man turns to lesser battles, personal chal-
lenges that are often nothing more than mind-numbing distrac-
tions or vain ambitions.
 Modern man, if he believes in the Gospel at all, often doubts 
that many are on the road to perdition, or that the all-merciful God 
would send anyone to eternal damnation. The voice of the con-
temporary Christian eulogizes the dead for being “nice” people, 
while conveying that the path to heaven is wide, smooth, and well-
travelled, while the path to perdition is rocky, narrow, and rarely 
frequented. Yet God incarnate, our Lord Jesus, preached an alto-
gether different message in hopes of awakening the hearts of men 
to a mission greater than living for this passing world.
 Unfortunately, many men of our age have neglected to seek 
and understand the true identity of God and God’s plan to save the 
souls of men. They forget that God’s mercy, by its very nature, never 
forces or coerces one to embrace His love. God’s very mercy, in its 
essence, grants man the freedom to choose his destiny. In a certain 
sense, it is God’s mercy that allows man to be sent to Hell or saved 
for heaven. 
 God, for His part, wills to save us from Hell, yet without depriv-
ing us of our freedom or the just wages of our choice to accept or 
reject His redemption. According to St. Augustine, “God created us 
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without us; but he did not will to save us without us” (CCC1847). 
 But how can man have the capacity to make such a decision 
if he is not aware of the option to believe in God’s Son? To use the 
words of St. Paul, “How then shall they call on him, in whom they 
have not believed? Or how shall they believe him, of whom they 
have not heard? And how shall they hear, without a preacher?” 
(Rom 10:4). 
 Humanity has difficulty hearing the saving truth of God on 
two accounts: First, mankind is perpetually weighed down and 
tempted by the kingdom of noise. This kingdom is comprised of 
the many seductions, distractions, intimidations, fears, and rest-
less desires of man that inhibit him from considering, in an inten-
tional manner, whether he should believe in and live for the living 
God. Second, there are few who proclaim the whole truth of Jesus’ 
Gospel, and many who preach a gospel of the natural man, discon-
nected from supernatural realities—a gospel of socially-approved 
works, relativism, and self-actualization; a gospel of what has been 
referred to as moralistic therapeutic deism. This warped version 
of the gospel is focused primarily on a God who serves man rather 
than teaching man to serve God—which in truth is the only way to 
serve his aching soul.
 If men cannot hear the saving words of Christ, they cannot 
receive the truth, and if they cannot receive the truth, they cannot 
live for Christ. If men cannot live for Christ, they will eventually 
only live for themselves and risk inheriting eternal death.
 To keep men from hearing the Gospel, the evil one escalates 
the invasive noise, the banging distractions, the clamoring false 
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desires, the numbing seductions, with the malicious intent of 
definitively snuffing out the still, small voice of God that speaks to 
man. This is the current situation of mankind. Will man embrace 
the silence, if even for select moments, to discern the voice of God 
which speaks of man’s identity, mission, and destiny? Or will he 
dance to the piper’s satanic tune that leads one unwittingly to the 
eternal isolation of Hell?
 The world may be witnessing the evil one’s last grand assault 
on humanity, the family, and the Catholic Church. During this age 
in which the world’s population is greater than in any previous ep-
och, the devil’s aim and purpose is to rob more souls from God and 
rob God from more souls.
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It was on the thirteenth day of October in the year 1884 that, 
according to tradition, Pope Leo XIII, after offering Holy Mass, 

collapsed and became temporarily unconscious. After the pontiff 
revived, he recounted that during his unconsciousness he received 
a locution wherein he heard our Lord telling Satan that the Church 
was imperishable, to which Satan responded that if he was given 
a hundred years and more power, he could destroy the Catholic 
Church, God’s chosen vessel for the salvation of souls.
 In this account, as with those of Judas Maccabeus, Queen 
Esther, and our Lord Jesus, we are confronted with the reoccur-
ring theme of the evil one’s threat and determination to extinguish 
God’s holy ones and His holy temple. Again, as with Nicanor, 
Haman, and Caiaphas, it was on the thirteenth day of the month 
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that the evil one defiantly proclaimed his presumptuous, imagined 
victory over God and His Church.
 Satan, also known as Lucifer—the highest of the angels, is the 
prototype and the typological fulfillment of Nicanor, Haman, and 
the High priests Annas and Caiaphas, who were all second highest 
in rank. Nicanor was second in command under King Demetrius; 
Haman was second in rank to King Ahasuerus; Annas and Caia-
phas shared the noble and exalted position of God’s vicar among 
the Israelites, and Lucifer, who for a moment was second only to 
God.
 In each of these cases, a man boastfully and presumptuously 
proclaimed his future victory over his opponents. Nicanor at-
tempted to prophecy that he would destroy God’s holy temple, Ha-
man planned to exterminate God’s chosen people, and Caiaphas 
correctly uttered the prophetic words regarding the destruction 
of God’s holy Son: “Neither do you consider that it is expedient for 
you that one man should die for the people, and that the whole na-
tion perish not” (John 11:50). John the Evangelist, commenting on 
the high priests’ prophetic utterance, says: “And this he spoke not 
of himself; but being the high priest of that year, he prophesied that 
Jesus should die for the nation. And not only for the nation, but 
to gather together in one the children of God that were dispersed. 
From that day therefore they devised to put [Jesus] to death” (John 
11:51-53).
 Like Nicanor, the devil believes himself to be “a conqueror of 
men” and “sovereign of the earth,” or as the Gospel puts it, “ruler 
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of this world.” He believes that he can destroy God’s temple, that is, 
the Body of Christ—Christ’s Church. 
Yet, we must dare to hope.
 Just as Nicanor’s head was severed and hung as a spectacle 
reminding the faithful of their victory, so also the Scripture foretells 
that the serpent’s head will be crushed by the woman and her seed, 
and thus God and His people will be victorious over death and 
sin—though the battle will not be without its casualties. 
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Many have speculated about when Satan’s one-hundred-year 
assault against humanity and the Church began, and when 

it will end. Many believe that we may be living during this most 
notably dark age.
 Consider that during the late nineteenth and twentieth cen-
tury, beginning with the industrial revolution, there have been an 
unprecedented and astounding number of technological advanc-
es, by which mankind has harnessed powers hitherto unknown.
 For example, the airplane was invented in 1903; the first radio 
broadcast was in 1906; the tank was invented in 1916; in 1927, the 
television was invented, and the first television broadcast was in 
1948; the atom bomb was invented in 1945; the computer was 
invented in 1946; in 1957, the satellite was invented; in 1961, the 

The One-Hundred-Year Reign
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first spaceship was launched; the cell phone was invented in 1973; 
the smartphone in 1992; the internet was developed in 1990; and in 
1993, social media was introduced.
 No other century has experienced such a radically escalated 
influx of inventions that have enabled mass communication, the 
transmission of mass information, and mass travel. In the very 
midst of this technological acceleration, however, humanity has 
witnessed an astounding disintegration of morality.
 Consider that the Anglican Church accepted contraception in 
1914; in 1926, the first sex-reassignment surgery occurred; Playboy’s 
inaugural issue, which sold fifty thousand copies, was released in 
1953; the birth control pill was invented in 1960, and the Sexual 
revolution of the 1960’s and 70’s followed, along with a new radical 
wave of feminism; in 1969 pornography was legalized, launching a 
“golden age” of porn, and Paul VI’s Humane Vitae fell like a bomb 
on the Catholic Church, most of whose members and hierarchy 
believed that the use of contraception would be approved by the 
Magisterium; in that same year no-fault divorce became the law; 
in 1973, abortion was legalized; and in 1980 gender dysphoria was 
defined. In 2002, Clonaid announced the birth of the first human 
clone; by 2012, Xvideos received 4.4 billion page views per month; 
in 2013, the family was redefined from the traditional model of one 
husband and wife; in 2015, homosexual marriage was legalized; 
and by 2015, over half of American adults raised Catholic had left 
the Church.
 As Bishop Olmstead noted in his letter to men, titled Into the 
Breach 
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The world is under attack by Satan, as our Lord said 

it would be (1 Peter 5:8-14). This battle is occurring 

in the Church herself, and the devastation is all too 

evident. Since AD 2000, 14 million Catholics have 

left the faith, parish religious education of children 

has dropped 24%; Catholic school attendance has 

dropped by 19%; infant baptism has dropped by 28%; 

adult baptism has dropped by 31%; and sacramental 

Catholic marriages have dropped 41%.

 Man, who has been entrusted with the noble task of wielding 
technological power for the achievement of genuine goods, often 
allows himself to become overpowered by technology, yielding 
to the temptation to employ it for the indulgence of his passions. 
Indeed, technologies such as the internet have created a virtual 
vortex wherein the temptations are far vaster and more available, 
invasive, and prevalent than in previous ages. Due to the reach, 
magnitude, and pervasiveness of these diabolic snares, human 
morality has been gravely compromised. Over the past one hun-
dred years, unbridled power has steadily given rein to unrestrained 
lust, resulting in the bloodiest and most murderous century in all 
of history. With precise spiritual insight the letter of St. James ex-
plains the association between war and lust: “From where are wars 
and contentions among you? Are they not from your lusts which 
war in your members?” (James 4:1).
 Though technological advancements can and have been used 
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to achieve tremendous good, it appears that during the last century 
the evil one has launched the perfect storm—unleashing hell on 
humanity and the Catholic Church by exploiting technological ac-
celeration, affording man the power to indulge the lusts that war in 
his members, consequently causing some of the most  catastrophic 
wars in history of the human race.
 These factors combined with the devastating, reoccurring 
sexual scandals among the clergy, have significantly weakened 
the laity’s respect for the authority and leadership of the Catholic 
Church’s hierarchy.  Christ’s Church is under siege.
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Pope St. John Paul II, before elected pope, was appointed the 
task of preaching to Paul VI during Lent. During one of these 

homilies the future pontiff uttered the ominous words, “We may 
be wondering if this is the last lap along the way of denial which 
started from around the tree of knowledge of good and evil.”
 Adding to this enigmatic statement, Sr. Lucia, who as a child 
witnessed the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima, said, “The final 
confrontation between our Lord and Satan will be over family and 
marriage.” Can there be any doubt that we and our families are on 
the front lines of this battle, witnessing an epic number of casual-
ties?
 If the world is to be converted to Christ, the Church must be 
renewed, and if the Church is to be renewed, the domestic church 
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of the family (whose cells constitute the larger Church) must be 
restored and revitalized. It appears, however, that the world is 
converting the family to its image rather than the family converting 
the world to Christ’s image, and thus the Church in Europe and the 
West is diminishing rapidly.
 The family stands at the epicenter of the battle between good 
and evil. Since marriage is the trailhead of the family, Satan’s eyes 
are fixed on destroying the sacramentality of the family largely 
through a corruption of marriage and its requisite virtues. In order 
to deepen our understanding of what is at stake in this war, we 
must consider why the family looms so large in the economy of 
salvation, and in the evil one’s plot to rob us of it. The importance 
of the family lies in its revelation of God’s identity. God has created 
humanity—male and female—in His image, which means that our 
familial identity is related to, and reflects, His identity. Our identity, 
which is of God, leads us to our destiny, which is God.
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God is an eternal relationship of self-giving love: three divine 
and distinct persons who are eternally and essentially one. 

This perfect exchange of divine persons is literally outside of self 
and in the other, while retaining itself for the sake of the other—
and the fruit of this divine union is perpetual life, love, bliss, rap-
ture, creativity, power, beauty, ecstasy and all that is good.
 God created and fashioned humanity in a way that could 
reflect a glimpse of His self-giving, relational identity. God created 
man and woman as distinct persons, yet with complementarity 
at the service of achieving unity. Woman is not complete without 
man, and man is not complete without woman. In a certain sense, 
by becoming one—particularly in sexual union—and by having 
offspring, man and woman begin to relive, reveal, and reflect the 

Identity and Destiny:  
The Trinity and the Family
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eternal exchange of love of the Trinity in their own family. 
 Marriage and the family have been created by God as an 
earthly reminder of a heavenly reality. The identity of the fam-
ily has been created for the purpose of launching humanity into 
its Trinitarian destiny. Marriage and family speak the language of 
divine love. The family has been created as a “school of love,” a way 
for human beings to learn to love like God and to prepare to live 
in the love of God for all eternity. The family in turn learns how to 
love and takes its cue from marital self-giving and fidelity. It is the 
husband and wife’s consistent and continual striving to be a gift to 
one another that provides the children a pedagogy of self-giving.
  Considering God’s intention in creating the family as a rev-
elation of the mystery of the Trinity, we can see more clearly why 
the devil has hijacked technological advancement over the past 
century to bring about a moral unraveling. This moral dissipation 
is diabolically designed to hollow out, redefine, and ultimately 
destroy the essence of marriage and the family, thus undermining 
God’s plan to direct humanity to its divine destiny.
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Recall that in the accounts of Judas Maccabeus, Queen Esther, 
and our Lord Jesus Christ, the thirteenth day was marked by 

their nemeses as evil’s day of victory over God and His people, but 
paradoxically it became the day of God’s victory for His people. It 
was on the thirteenth day that Pope Leo XIII learned that Satan 
presumptuously predicted the destruction of Holy Mother Church.
 However, thirty-three years later, on the very anniversary of 
Pope Leo XIII’s vision, October 13th, 1917, heaven responded. 
During the sixth and last of a series of public apparitions in Fatima 
Portugal, Our Lady revealed Heaven’s secret weapon: a weapon 
that promises once again to convert the thirteenth day—a day of 
diabolic destruction—into a day of victory for God.

Heaven’s Intervention
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 Before revealing this secret, it will be of tremendous benefit 
to briefly describe and summarize the apparitions of Our Lady of 
Fatima, each occurring on the thirteenth day of the month, cul-
minating with the sixth apparition on the thirteenth of October, 
precisely thirty-three years from Pope Leo’s locution.
 It was on May 13, 1917 that Our Lady appeared to three little 
children who lived in an obscure village in Fatima, Portugal, as they 
led their flock of sheep to the pasture known as the Cova da Iria.
 Lucia, then age ten, Francisco, age eight, and Jacinta, age 
seven, saw the vision of a “Lady clothed in white, brighter than 
the sun, radiating a light more clear and intense than a crystal cup 
filled with sparkling water, lit by burning sunlight” (Sr. Lucia, In Her 
Own Words). She pointed to the sky and said, “I have come from 
heaven. I have come to ask you to come here for six months on the 
thirteenth day of the month at this hour. Later I shall say who I am 
and what I desire. And I shall return here yet a seventh time.”
 Before proceeding, it also may be beneficial to state that there 
are two types of divine revelation: universal revelation is found in 
the Bible and Apostolic Tradition as transmitted by the Church; 
and private revelations are approved by the Church, which simply 
confirms that there is nothing in such apparitions contrary to faith 
and morals. While every orthodox Catholic is bound to accept the 
infallible content of public revelation, one is free but not obliged 
to accept the veracity of approved private revelations. In 1930, the 
Church declared that the apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima, which 
occurred in the Cova da Iria from the 13th of May to 13th of Octo-
ber in 1917, are private revelations worthy of belief.
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 Without recounting each apparition in full detail, we will sum-
marize the highlights. 
 Over the course of the first five apparitions, Our Lady revealed 
several vital messages, along with three “secrets.” The three secrets 
are: the prophecy of World War II; the vision of Hell; and the ever-
debated and highly contentious third secret, which the Church has 
confirmed to be the prophecy of the attempted assassination of 
Pope St. John Paul II.
 The core content of Our Lady of Fatima’s messages include: 
First, that we are to embrace the sufferings that God allows and 
offer them as sacrifices in union with other personal sacrifices and 
prayers for poor sinners—especially by praying the “Jesus prayer” 
while offering such sacrifices: “Oh my Jesus, I offer this for love of 
Thee, for the conversion of sinners, and in reparation for the sins 
committed against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.”
 Second, Our Lady requested that the faithful pray the Rosary 
daily and meditate on the mysteries of Christ’s life. She asked that 
the faithful receive the sacrament of Confession and Holy Commu-
nion, pray the Rosary, and meditate on its mysteries on five con-
secutive first Saturdays, all for the purpose of ending war, convert-
ing Russia, and bringing peace to the world.
 Third, Our Lady promised eternal salvation to all those who 
devote themselves to her Immaculate Heart. 
 Fourth, during the third apparition, Our Lady opened her 
hands and rays of light appeared to penetrate the earth, enabling 
the children to see the terrifying vision of Hell, full of demons 



THE DAY OF BATTLE THE DAY OF BATTLE

31

and lost sinners enduring indescribable terrors and torment. The 
children said that they saw a multitude of souls falling into Hell like 
snowflakes.
 Fifth, our Lady promised the conversion of Russia, and that in 
the end her Immaculate Heart would triumph.
 Sixth, during the third and fifth apparitions, she promised that 
she would perform a miracle during the sixth apparition for all to 
see.
 Seventh and lastly, Our Lady promised during the fifth appari-
tion that, associated with this miracle, “in October…St. Joseph will 
appear with the child Jesus to bless the world.”
 This last promise might prompt us to wonder why St. Joseph’s 
appearance would be important enough for our Lady to highlight. 
Without diminishing the significance of St. Joseph and his role, it 
is the Immaculate Mother of God who, as St. Augustine and other 
saints have attested, is the pinnacle of the created order. Should 
not her blessing, with that of her divine Son, be sufficient? Yet our 
Lady emphatically directed the visionaries and the world to the 
sixth, climatic apparition, culminating not only in a miracle but 
also in the appearance of St. Joseph with the child Jesus. By ap-
plying St. Thomas Aquinas’ exegetical  principle, “What comes 
last in the order of execution is first in the order of intention,” to 
the Fatima apparitions, we discover that although Joseph appears 
last in the order of execution, he may be first according to God’s 
intention. Considering this, it appears that St. Joseph is God’s secret 
weapon to defeat the evil one in this age of fatherlessness. It ap-
pears that these two elements, the miracle, and St. Joseph’s blessing 
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of the world, are interconnected; but what is the significance of 
their association?
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It was October 13th, the day of the sixth apparition—precisely 
thirty-three years after Pope Leo XIII’s locution—that Lucia, 

Francisco, and Jacinta, accompanied by approximately 70,000 
curious, expectant pilgrims, gathered amidst heavy rainfall at the 
muddy fields of the Cova.
 During the much anticipated apparition, which lasted ap-
proximately ten minutes, two things occurred: First, the sun began 
to spin wildly, zig-zagging across the sky, and then it proceeded to 
dart down upon the crowds, some of whom screamed with alarm: 
“We are going to be killed!” Others began confessing their sins 
aloud, imploring God’s mercy. 
 Simultaneously, the three children experienced an ecstatic 
vision wherein Our Lady appeared then disappeared, revealing 

The Miracle of the “Son”  
with the Father

9



THE DAY OF BATTLE

34

St. Joseph and the child Jesus, who together blessed the world. It 
was precisely at the moment in which the child Jesus and Joseph 
blessed the world that the sun ceased its radical descent and im-
mediately returned to its original, proper position in the sky.
 When the apparition and the miracle of the sun concluded, the 
clothing of the dumbfounded yet relieved spectators, which was 
previously soaked, and the muddy fields of the Cova upon which 
they trod, were now completely dry. Many reporters of secular 
publications who had attended the apparition for the purpose 
of discrediting the children later testified to the authenticity and 
supernatural character of these events.
 Though there are certainly three “Secrets of Fatima,” it seems 
that the contention over the content of the third secret has been 
the evil one’s attempt to distract humanity, the Church, and espe-
cially fathers over the last century from understanding and acting 
upon the most overlooked, and perhaps one of the most vital and 
critical messages of the Fatima apparitions.
 Recall that Lucia said that the last confrontation between our 
Lord and Satan would be over marriage and the family, and that 
Pope Leo XIII revealed that Satan himself asked God for a hundred 
years to destroy the Church.
 At the center of his diabolical strategy to destroy the Church, 
is the plan to not only destroy the domestic church, but to rede-
fine it, maligning its intention, and meaning. To accomplish the 
redefinition of the family, the devil attempts to redefine marriage 
to be anything other than a sacrament that directs humanity to the 
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mystical marriage of Christ and His Church.
 Rather than regarding marriage and the family as a God-given 
sacrament that has been divinely empowered to direct humanity 
to heaven, Satan entices us to embrace a distorted version, which 
functions as an anti-sacrament reflecting hell’s separation, rupture, 
divorce, bitterness, resentment, and isolation.
 The evil one astutely recognizes that in order to manipulate the 
family and malign marriage, there exists a singular obstacle that 
must be removed to assure him of his triumph: the man who is 
husband, father, and leader must be sidelined, paralyzed, distract-
ed, and ultimately isolated from his vocational post.
 Indeed, as our Lord Jesus said, “No one can enter the strong 
man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 
man. Then he will plunder his house” (Mk 3:27). The strong man 
to which our Lord was referring specifically was the devil, who had 
infested the temple of God in Jerusalem, ultimately occupying, and 
possessing it. It was the devil whom the Lord would bind for the 
purpose of plundering “his” house and thus reclaiming the holy 
temple for God.
 This divine principle applies not only to the father of lies but 
also to the father of the family.
 The evil one understands that if his strategy to destroy God’s 
Church is to be successful, he must bind and restrain the strong 
man, the father of each family, thus obtaining for himself the ability 
to have his way with the man’s wife and children. 
 This diabolical tactic proved to be successful with Adam, whom 
the serpent paralyzed with fear before seducing him through Eve’s 
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manipulation, causing him to abandon his defense of the divine 
order of love constituting Paradise. This satanic tactic has also in 
our own age debilitated men, chaining them to their lusts, boyish 
indulgences, and vain ambitions, thus making the human father 
weak, negligent of his mission, and ineffective in his vocational 
role.
 Consider that of all major religions, Christianity has the widest 
gender gap between men and women: 39% of those who practice 
the faith are male, 61% female. In human biology and reproduc-
tion, it is the man who provides the chromosomes that determine 
the sex of his child. Grace perfects nature. As a father determines 
his child’s biological future, so is he called to play a leading role in 
shaping his child’s spiritual future, his child’s eternal salvation.
 There is ample evidence to confirm the influence of fathers 
on the spiritual lives of their children. Consider that if a mom is a 
regular church goer and the father attends irregularly, 3% of their 
children will attend church regularly, 59% irregularly, and 38% will 
be lost. If a father does not practice his religion, but the mother 
is a regular church goer, 2% of their children will regularly attend 
church; 37% will attend irregularly, and 60% will be lost. If the 
father and mother both are regular church attendees, 33% of the 
children will attend church regularly, 41% will attend irregularly, 
and 25% will not practice their faith at all.
 Interestingly, if mom doesn’t practice her faith at all but the 
father of the family is a regular church attendee, the 33% of chil-
dren attending church jumps to 38%. If a mom is the only church 
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goer there is a 1 in 50 probability that a child will attend church. If 
dad attends church regularly, regardless of mom’s attendance and 
beliefs, between 2/3 and 3/4 of the children will become church 
goers.
 The human father’s influence is not only associated with his 
child’s spiritual and religious habits, but also extends to all facets 
of the child’s life. For example, teens who have involved fathers are 
less likely to engage in risky sexual activities, and although an in-
volved mother can help to prevent teen sexual activity, fathers have 
twice the influence. 85% of youth in prisons come from fatherless 
homes. In terms of spiritual leadership at home, “If the mother is 
the first to become a Christian in a household, there is a 17% prob-
ability that everyone in the household will follow. If the father is the 
first to become a Christian in a household, there is a 93% prob-
ability that everyone in the household will follow” (see Show Us the 
Father, Devin Schadt, 2016).
 Furthermore, children living in two-parent households who 
have poor relationships with their fathers are 68 percent more 
likely to smoke, drink, or use drugs, compared to all teens in two-
parent households. Teens in single-mother households fare much 
worse, having 30 percent higher risk than those in two-parent 
households.
 Divorces, even among Christians, are at an all-time high, while 
the rate of first-time marriages is at an all-time low. Today, nearly 
half of children grow up in homes with half of their parents. Only 
half of Americans get married, and approximately 50% these mar-
riages (Christian and non-Christian) end in divorce. The world is 
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witnessing an ever-increasing amount of abortions and steadily 
decreased population growth. Ironically, statistics continually 
re-affirm that the divorce rate among married couples who pray 
together plummets to less than 1%.
 At the heart and center of nearly every major cultural crisis 
is the crisis of fatherhood. From a divine perspective, the human 
father is his family’s link to God the Father, the human father is 
its anchor, and its vital transmitter of grace and salvation. Society 
goes by way of the family, and the family goes by way of the father. 
If the world is to be converted, the Church must be renewed. If 
the Church, the macro-family of God, is to be renewed, the micro-
church, the family, must be restored and revitalized; and if the fam-
ily is to be restored and revitalized, the man who is husband and 
father must become a father on earth like the Father in heaven. 
The miracle of the Son with the father, St. Joseph, is a sign directing 
fathers to be with the Son by following the fatherly example of St. 
Joseph.
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If the last battle between God and Satan will be over marriage and 
the family, and if Satan’s victory requires him to bind the strong 

man, the human father, then the hidden secret of Fatima provides 
us with ample material for meditation.
 Recall that it was during the climactic sixth apparition, on Oc-
tober 13, 1917, that St. Joseph with the Child Jesus appeared to the 
visionaries, and that together the father and Son blessed the world. 
As 70,000 pilgrims witnessed the terrifying and awe-inspiring 
miracle of the sun, believing that they were on the verge of death, 
there came a moment of blessing, their lives were spared, and 
global disaster was apparently averted.
 Prior to this manifestation, Our Lady disappeared from the 
visionaries’ sight, apparently for the purpose of drawing attention 
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to St. Joseph and the Child Jesus. By our Lady’s actions, it appears 
that she is revealing the manner in which the world will avoid the 
calamities of degeneration, disaster, and war, and consequently the 
means by which Satan’s head will be crushed.
 What then is this remedy, this secret weapon? The overarching 
hope-inspiring message of Our Lady of Fatima is that “In the end 
[her] Immaculate Heart will triumph.” How then will this august 
Queen’s heart be victorious over the serpent? By drawing the atten-
tion of humanity to St. Joseph and the Child Jesus in their unified 
blessing of humanity–precisely at the moment that world disaster 
was averted. Our Lady is revealing that the victory in our age over 
the evil one will occur when fathers turn to the fatherly example of 
St. Joseph.
 It appears that Jesus’ action of blessing the world in union with 
Joseph is God’s validation, confirmation, and approval of the lay 
father’s ability and power to confer the divine benediction upon his 
own children. Indeed, it is by means of the human father’s blessing 
of his children, and his domestic priesthood that the Church will 
be renewed, and the world converted. We cannot overestimate the 
power of the human father’s blessing.
 Recall that on one of the last occasions that God spoke though 
a prophet in the Old Testament, He revealed through Malachi the 
solution for the world’s ills: “Behold I will send you Elias the proph-
et . . . And he shall turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, 
and the hearts of children to their fathers; lest I come and smite the 
earth with a curse” (Mal 4:5-6).
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 When we read these words, particularly in light of the super-
natural events that occurred during the sixth apparition of Fatima, 
we can conclude that God is providing mankind with the key to 
avoiding global disaster, the solution to avoiding the destruction 
of our world, the Church, and our families, the key to saving souls 
from permanent, eternal separation, anguish, loneliness and ab-
sence of communion with God: Fathers look to St. Joseph! Discover 
and imitate his timeless wisdom, his ageless example, his heroic 
vocation of fatherhood as expressed by his undying, relentless love 
of Jesus and Mary. Fathers, in the spirit of St. Joseph, turn your 
hearts and gaze of love toward your children in hopes of ensuring 
that they will not only turn their hearts and gaze toward you, their 
human father, but also with a wholehearted, unfailing trust, turn 
toward their heavenly Father.
 Our Lady of Fatima has given the precious and much-needed 
key to turning the bark of Peter around, before it and the world 
helplessly fall over the precipice of hopelessness and into disaster 
and despair. Our Lady has granted us the secret to restoring and 
redeeming the family and renewing the Church: Fathers, turn your 
hearts, souls, and minds toward the filial relationship of Joseph and 
Jesus and learn from this fatherly saint what is demanded of you to 
become a man of glory and a father of greatness. 
 Paradoxically, the day that the evil one proclaimed his imag-
ined future victory over the Church was the thirteenth day of the 
month; the day that our Lady revealed St. Joseph as heaven’s secret. 
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It was nearly a century after Pope Leo XIII’s locution—in which 
the pontiff heard the evil one demand of God a hundred years to 

destroy the Church—that on May 13th, 1981, St. Pope John Paul II 
was nearly killed during a point blank assassination attempt on his 
life.
 After the shooting, the Pope was rushed to a hospital where the 
doctors “noticed that the path of the bullet missed [his] aorta by 
millimeters, which would have meant certain death” (Saint John 
Paul the Great: His Five Loves, Jason Evert). John Paul, after recov-
ering, said, “One hand shot, and another guided the bullet.” Here 
we witness yet another mysterious and dramatic example of God’s 
supernatural intervention transforming the thirteenth day, marked 
by the evil one as the moment of triumph over the holy pontiff and 

St. John Paul II  
and the Thirteenth Day
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in a sense the Church, into an unexpected coup for God’s faithful.
 Indeed, “It is difficult to imagine modern Catholicism had the 
Church not been blessed with twenty-four more years of [John Paul 
II’s] papacy. World Youth Days would not exist, less than half of the 
Theology of the Body would have been proclaimed, the Catechism 
would not have been issued, and hundreds of millions of souls 
would not have had the chance to encounter a living saint” (Saint 
John Paul the Great: His Five Loves, Jason Evert).
 John Paul II was courageous enough to confront the radical 
feminist agenda that erupted in the seventies; to boldly spark East-
ern Europe’s citizens to topple the entrenched communist regime; 
and synthesize two thousand years of Church teaching regarding 
its understanding of man, human embodiment and erotic love; to 
proclaim a much needed theological revolution in his Theology of 
the Body, in which he systematically unveiled an adequate anthro-
pology, a revelation of the meaning of human sexuality, and gave 
the Church the beginning of a mystical philosophy of life. 
 The pontiff himself wrote that 

The Church cannot . . . be understood as the mystical 

body of Christ, as the sign of man’s covenant with God 

in Christ, or as the universal sacrament of salvation, 

unless we keep in mind the ‘great mystery’ involved 

in the creation of man as male and female and the 

vocation of both to conjugal love, to fatherhood and to 

motherhood. The ‘great mystery’ which is the Church 

and humanity in Christ, does not exist apart from the 
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‘great mystery’ expressed in the ‘one flesh’…reality of 

marriage and the family. 

 –Familias Consortio n. 19

 When we consider that “the final confrontation between our 
Lord and Satan will be over family and marriage,” we quickly 
realize that God has intervened by raising a man whose adequate 
anthropology has provided the Church with a theology containing 
much needed answers to the mystery of conjugal love, the ele-
ments that constitute a true marriage, and the essence and identity 
of a father, mother, and family.
 John Paul understood the significant and essential role of the 
father in the effort to renew the Church and transform the world:

 As experience teaches, the absence of a father causes 

psychological and moral imbalance and notable dif-

ficulties in family relationships, as does, in contrary 

circumstances, the oppressive presence of a father, 

especially where there still prevails the phenomenon 

of ‘machismo,’ or a wrong superiority of male pre-

rogatives which humiliates women and inhibits the 

development of healthy relationships.

 In revealing and in reliving on earth the very father-

hood of God, a man is called upon to ensure the har-

monious and united development of all the members 

of the family; he will perform this task by exercising 



THE DAY OF BATTLE THE DAY OF BATTLE

45

generous responsibility for the life conceived under 

the heart of the mother, by a more solicitous commit-

ment to education, a task he shares with his wife, by 

work which is never a cause of division in the family 

but promotes its unity and stability, and by means of 

the witness he gives of an adult Christian life which 

effectively introduces the children into the living expe-

rience of Christ and the Church. 

–Familias Consortio n. 25

 Though our Lord teaches that no one knows when the Son of 
man will return, we may be living amidst the final battle, the last 
confrontation between good and evil, and witnessing an unfolding 
of the apocalyptic age in which the Church, man and woman, hus-
band and wife, father and mother, the family itself, must with great 
intentionality strive to understand anew its true and God-given 
identity for the purpose of reorienting itself toward its true destiny. 
 Pope St. John Paul II teaches that St. Joseph, “To whose cus-
tody God entrusted his most precious treasures,” (see Redemptoris 
Custos, n. 7) is the key to the Church’s and humanity’s rediscovery 
of their veiled identity:

 “I am convinced that by reflecting upon the way 

that Mary’s spouse shared in the divine mystery, the 

Church—on the road towards the future with all 

humanity—will be enabled to discover ever anew her 

own identity within this redemptive plan, which is 



THE DAY OF BATTLE

46

founded on the mystery of the Incarnation” (GR, 1). 

By meditating on and imitating St. Joseph, mankind 

led by fathers, will once again re-enter the heart and 

mystery of God.

 –Redemptoris Custos n. 1

 It was Judas Maccabeus who, after severing the head of Nica-
nor, hung it upon the citadel opposite the temple as a reminder of 
God’s intervention, which saved both the temple and God’s people 
on the thirteenth day of the month. It was Jesus Christ who trans-
formed the cross, that device of agony and execution upon which 
He hung, into a perpetual sign of salvation. It was St. Pope John 
Paul II, who, desiring to express his thanks to the Virgin Mary for 
protecting his life, on the thirteenth day of the month “took one of 
the bullets that struck him and gave it to the bishop of Fatima, who 
placed it among the gems in the crown of the statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima” (Saint John Paul the Great: His Five Loves, Jason Evert).
 Can it be that John Paul II, his pontificate, and his teachings 
on the identity of the Church, man and woman, husband and wife, 
father and mother, and the family—symbolized by the bullet that 
adorns our Lady of Fatima’s crown—will prove to be the turning 
point in the final confrontation that reverses Satan’s plan to under-
mine Christ’s Church?
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Our Lady of Fatima prophetically said, “In the end, my Im-
maculate Heart will triumph.” John Paul II, whose life God 

spared on the 13th day, went on to proclaim the truth of conjugal 
love, marriage, family, fatherhood, and motherhood in a manner 
uniquely accessible and inspiring to modern man. If fathers receive 
and apply this teaching, it will prove to be the spearhead of the 
demise of Satan’s one-hundred-year regime. Though such a victory 
is in its infancy, I believe we are already beginning to witness the 
first-fruits of mini-battles being won by God and His faithful.
 The apparitions of Our Lady of Fatima and the pontificate of 
Pope John Paul II demonstrate that through Mary, Joseph, and 
Jesus, a new day has dawned. The family is being commissioned to 
a fresh awareness of its role as transmitter of God’s glory—the Trin-

The Victory Bell Will Sound
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ity’s self-giving love—and a recognition that this role is ultimately 
dependent on the human father embracing his charitable author-
ity to lead his family to God.
 St. Joseph’s blessing of the world demonstrates his patriarchal 
fatherly right and duty to transmit God’s Fatherly blessing and 
grace, which is confirmed by Jesus who blessed the world with this 
just father.
 This indicates that it is the divinely ordained and patriarchal 
right, and honor of every father, as priest of his family, in imita-
tion of St. Joseph, to transmit God’s favor and blessing to his own 
wife and children by means of his priestly sacrifice and the fatherly 
blessing.
 Blessed Isidore of St. Joseph said, “The victory bell will sound in 
the Church when the faithful recognize the sanctity of St. Joseph.” 
Which raises the question: How will the faithful recognize the sanc-
tity of St. Joseph? It seems that when the human father, inspired by 
God, begins to embody St. Joseph’s timeless wisdom and ageless 
example, particularly the four pillars of his spiritual life: embracing 
silence; embracing woman; embracing the child; and embracing 
his charitable authority, then the faithful will recognize the sanctity 
of St. Joseph and his spirituality as embodied among the sons of 
God.
 This is the hidden secret of Fatima. The battle will be won. The 
victory bell will sound in the Church. The family will be restored 
when fathers entrust their vocation, marriages, and families to St. 
Joseph, who entrusts all to Mary, who in turn entrusts all to Jesus, 
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who affords mankind union with the Father in heaven by the gift 
and power of the Holy Spirit. The fate of the family is in the hands 
of fathers who place themselves in the care of St. Joseph.
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The holy and immaculate Mother Mary is the nexus of the mys-
teries of God and the salvation He offers mankind. All spiritual 

courses and journeys converge upon her and her unique role in the 
drama of salvation. Therefore we discover in Mary, the fullness and 
perfect image of the Bride of Christ, the ultimate embodiment and 
human personification of the Church, and the perfectly trusting 
faith of God’s holy ones.
 This chosen one, whom all generations will call blessed (see Lk 
1:49; see Psalm 45, whose beauty the King desires (see Psalm 45), 
is the completely docile and trusting daughter of God the Father, 
the Immaculate Mother of the Son of God, and the spotless virgin 
bride of the Holy Spirit. Mary is the home, the tent, in which the 
Word, the Logos, chose to dwell and through which He entered the 
human race.

Bringing to Fulfillment 
the Victory of Fatima
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 In this august Virgin, the New Ark of the Covenant, was the 
indwelling of the mystery of divinity and humanity integrated in 
a singular Person—Jesus the Lord. All of which testifies and pro-
claims that she is the human hinge, the nexus, the converging 
point between God, his angels, and human beings.
 Furthermore, Mary is the submissive spouse of St. Joseph, the 
just man (see Mt 1:19) who was foreordained and personally com-
missioned by God to be the virginal father of the Son of the Father, 
and the husband of the Holy Virgin. St. Joseph, by means of this 
sublime vocation, becomes the guardian of God within Mary, the 
singular vessel of devotion. Therefore, Mary is the converging point 
upon which God descends to man, but also the point through 
which man, husbands, and fathers—in union with St. Joseph—as-
cend to God. This Holy Mother brings all men, as she did with St. 
Joseph, into the closest contact with the mysteries of the incarna-
tion, crucifixion, and resurrection of Christ.
 Let us, therefore, on the thirteenth day of each month, and with 
special devotion and attention on October 13th, the day signify-
ing St. Joseph’s triumph and victory for the Church, consecrate our 
fatherhood, marriages, and families to the care of St. Joseph, to 
whom “God entrusted His most precious treasures.”


